AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A suture anchor comprising: 
a bone anchoring portion; and 

a suture securing portion coupled to the bone anchoring portion, the 
suture securing portion having an eyelet through which a suture is threaded, wherein 
the eyelet has a titanium anodize surface finish , the surface finish including a 
penetration laver prod uced bv a titanium anodize process and exposed after a 
removable build-up laver is removed, and such that there is no dimensional chance of 
the eyelet after the s urface finish is applied prov i ded by a first coat i ng prococG that 
incroaooo tho lifo of tho outuro . 

2. (Currently Amended) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the 
surface finish increase s the life if the suture and reduces wear first contlng prnnnnn ir. n 
t i tanium anodizo prococo . 

3-6. (Canceled) 
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7. (Original) Tlie suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the surface finish 
increases lubricity of the eyelet. 

8. (Original) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the surface finish 
increases fatigue strength of the eyelet. 

9. (Cun-ently Amended) The suture anchor of claim 2, wherein the bone 
anchoring portion has a titanium anodize surface finish includina a penetration laver 
produced bv a titanium anodize process and exposed after a removable build-uo laver 
is remov ed, such that there is no dimensional change of the bone anchoring portion 
after the surface finish is applied prov i ded by a nnoonri nnnt l ng prnnnnr. 

10-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the bone anchoring 
portion includes anchoring formations. 

13. (Original) The suture anchor of claim 12, wherein the anchoring 
formations are selected from the group consisting of barbs, ridges, threads, grooves 
and spikes. 

14. (Original) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the bone anchoring 
portion is integral with the suture securing pori:ion. 
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15. (Original) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the bone anchoring 
portion and the suture securing portion are separate portions. 

16. (Cun-ently Amended) The suture anchor of claim 1, wherein the 
suture anchoring portion has a titanium anodize surface finish prov i ded by tho first 
coating proces s. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method of surface treatment for a suture 
anchor, the method comprising: 

providing a bone anchoring portion coupled to a suture securing portion; 

fomiing a suture eyelet in the suture securing portion for passing a suture : 

treating the eyelet with a titanium anodize process: 

creating a penetration layer on the eyelet: 

creating a soft build-up layer above the Penetration layer: 

removing the build-up layer: and 

exposing the penetration layer defining an evlet surface finish 
first coating prococo that providos a surfaco finish, tho oMrfaco flnich incrooGing tho life 
of a suturo thnoadod through tho oyo l ot . 

18-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the surface 
finish increases the life of the suture threaded through the evelet . 

21. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the surface finish reduces 
wear of the suture. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the surface finish increases 
lubricity of the eyelet. 



Serial No. 10/657,373 



Page 5 of 1 1 



23. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the surface finish does not 
result in a dimensional change of the eyelet. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the surface finish increases 
fatigue strength of the eyelet. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 17, wheitein the bone anchoring portion 
is integral with the suture securing portion. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 17, whertein the bone anchoring portion 
includes anchoring fomriations. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, further comprising 
treating the suture securing portion with a titanium anddize process tho firet coating 

pro coss 

28-29. (Canceled) 

30. (Cun-ently Amended) The method of claim 17, further comprising 
treating the bone anchoring portion with a titanium anodize process second coating 
procoGS that providoo a curfaco finish . 
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31 . (Currently Amended) A suture anchoring system comprising: 

a suture anchor including a bone anchoring portion and a suture securing 
portion coupled to the bone anchoring portion, the suture securing portion having an 
eyelet; 

a suture threaded through the eyelet; and 

an eyelet titanium anodize surface finish ., the surface finish includino a 
penetratio n layer produced bv a titanium anodize grocess and exposed after a 
removable build-up la yer is removed, and such that there is no dimensional change of 
the eyelet after the surface finish is ap plied that increases the life of the suture^-the 
surface f i nish prov i dod by a firot coating proooiso . 

32-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Original) The suture anchoring system of claim 31 , wherein the bone 
anchoring portion is integral with the suture securing portion. 

35. (Originai) The suture anchoring system of claim 31, wherein the bone 
anchoring portion includes anchoring formations. 

36. (Original) The suture anchoring systeiin of claim 31, wherein the 
surface finish does not result in a dimensional change of the eyelet. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The suture anchoring system of claim 31, 
wherein the suture securing portion has a titanium anodize surface finish that is 
prov i dod by tho first coat i ng process. 



38. (Currently Amended) The suture anchoring system of claim 31, 
wherein the bone anchoring portion has a titanium anodize surface finish that is 
prov i d e d by a second coat i ng prococo. 

39 40. (Currently Amended) The suture anchoring system of claim 31, 
wherein the suture anchor has a titanium anodize surfaqe finish that is providod by tho 





first coating procoss . 
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